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	Date
	Class Level
4th – 6th 
	Subject
ENGLISH

	Strand: ORAL LANGUAGE / READING/ WRITING

	Strand Unit: Receptiveness to language • Competence and confidence in using language • Developing cognitive abilities through language 
• Emotional and imaginative development through language

	Title: CREATIVE WRITING – CREATING DIALOGUE - SUPER HERO CHARACTERS SAVE THE OCEAN

	Objective(s): The aim of the lesson plan is for the children to develop ideas and discuss issues of concern relating to how climate change is effecting the ocean. The children will work in pairs or teams to develop dialogue in a creative story of how their super hero battles against Climate Change to Save the Ocean.

	Skills Required
Developing skills through: • Reading • Listening • Understanding • Writing • Spelling • Grammar • Drafting • Revising and editing • Developing imagination, creativity and confidence in using oral language skills.




	Learning Objectives

The child will be enabled to:

Understand and discuss  facts about Climate Change and how it is affecting the ocean including:
1. What is Climate Change? 
2. Why is Carbon Important to the planet?
3. What is the Green House effect?
4. How do we know the climate is changing?
5. What is happening to the Ocean?
6. What else do we need to find out?

Become familiar with UN Sustainable Goal 13 – Climate Action

UN Sustainable Goals 14 – Life Under Water

Develop and understand concept of creating a story through diaglouge.

	Learning Activities

KWL chart:
Begin the lesson using a KWL chart, where the children can track information before and after the lesson. Ask the children leading questions from the chart:
· What do you already ‘know’ about this topic?
· What things do you ‘want’ to learn about the topic
· What did you ‘learn’ from doing your research?

Teacher Directed Approach:
· Talk to the class about climate change and how it is affecting the ocean.  See Explorers English lesson plan ‘CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE OCEAN – MIND MAP AND WORD WALL’ for some tips of concepts that can be used. It is recommended that the children have completed the Explorers Geography lesson plan ‘CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS EFFECT ON THE OCEAN’ where they have established an understanding of Climate Change and its effects on the ocean.

· Introduce the concept of dialogue and how it is used in creative writing to help build a story and its characters.
· Go through the rules of writing dialogue. Ensure that the children understand the concept of changing paragraphs when  each person speaks.  
· Introduce the children to the idea of writing dialogue to help tell their story about how an Ocean Super Hero saves the ocean from Climate Change.

Writing Exercise:
· Get the children to form into pairs.  
· The children are to capture the dialogue between an ocean super hero and another character in their story.  For example it could be with the villain or someone the ocean hero has met during his journey. 
· Get the children to establish at what part of the story the dialogue is taking place.  Set the scene for the dialogue.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Get the children to create an image representing the face of a character (shoulders up) in the story.  This could be a real or fictional person, marine animal or a form of technology, vessel or machine.  
· The story could be developed around the class with different groups representing different stages and dialogue in the story.  
· Once this is done, the children mount the images onto a large sized piece of construction paper with a sheet of lined paper underneath.  This will be used for the dialogue between the two characters. 
· Get the children to decide which character they want to be.  They are then to write a conversation between the two characters that match the pictures.  Each student is to write their own words. 
· Each time it's their turn to speak, the student must start a new line on the paper indenting as they go.
Talk and Discussion: 
· Get the children to discuss their dialogue with the rest of the class.  
· Encourage the children to introduce their dialogue establishing the scene of the dialogue between the two characters and then ‘act out’ the scene to the rest of the class.
· Discuss what other elements are required in a creating a story.
Next step:
· Use the ‘Create an Ocean Hero Comic Book Template’ on the Explorers website and get the children to develop their dialogues into a cartoon strip.

	
	Resources
· KWL chart
· UN Sustainable Development Goals 13 & 14:
· https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/
· https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/
· See NASA's Climate Kids Eyes on the Earth website https://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/big-questions/
· A4 sheets of copy paper / art materials / Clean recycled items / shells etc from the seashore (optional)
· Also see the Marine Institute’s Powtoons showing the career profiles of an oceanographers Caroline Cussack and Trioan McGrath https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/working-us/career-profiles

	Differentiation
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing.

	Assessment
Children: KWL chart (What I know, What I want to know, What I learned) 
Teacher observation and questioning: Mind Mapping – colour code what children know / new concepts 
Examine learning outcomes before and after e.g. knowledge, understanding, skills.
Evaluation: Reflect on learning experiences that lead to the outcomes e.g. attitudes, enjoyment, as well as motivation to learn about the subject.

	Linkage and Integration
English – writing stories, learning the structures of plots and understanding characters, writing poems.
Visual Arts – creative drawing creating awareness of line, shape, form; painting using colour, introduce textiles / recycled items to develop texture.
Science  / Geography – Environmental awareness and care, caring for my locality / caring for my environment, science and the environment
Geography – Human Environments, People living and working in local areas, People living and working in contrasting part of Ireland, People in other lands (e.g. island nations)
Natural Environments – The local and natural environment, Weather and climate.
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